


WHEREAS, Section 214 of the indian Health Care Improvement Act (P.L. 110-148) amends
current law to continue authority for operation and funding of Tribal Epidemiology Centers and
gives EpiCenters the status as public health authorities for purposes of the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, thus granting access to health data needed to
perform their mission; and

WHEREAS, the Improving Data and Enhancing Access-Northwest (IDEA-NW) project has
successfully conducted data linkages with the Northwest Tribal Registry to reduce
misclassification of American Indians and Alaska Natives in state cancer registries, vital records,
hospital discharge records, and other public health datasets; and

WHEREAS, IDEA-NW has utilized linkage-corrected data to provide Northwest Tribes with
accurate health data for community health assessment and health improvement projects; and

WHEREAS, IDEA-NW is seeking opportunities to improve and expand its data linkage, data
analysis, dissemination, and training activities; and

WHEREAS, IDEA-NW is seeking opportunities to continue and expand its work with tribal, state
and national partners to improve its record linkage activities; develop new methods to provide
Tribes with health data; and provide Tribes with training and mentorship related to collecting,
sharing, and interpreting health data ; and

I

WHEREAS, the Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health has invited
proposals for the funding opportunity “Partnerships to Achieve Health Equity”; and

WHEREAS, a successful proposal for this funding would allow IDEA-NW to partner with the
Indian Health Service and State Health Departments to improve its data linkage process,
develop tools and trainings to support data linkage projects nationwide, and apply data linkages
to improve states’ surveillance of health and disease in Al/AN communities; and

WHEREAS, a successful proposal would allow IDEA-NW to develop methods {such as a data
portal) to more efficiently and securely share health data with Northwest Tribes;

WHEREAS, a successful proposal would allow IDEA-NW to develop and provide trainings and
mentorship to Northwest Tribes to increase knowledge and use of health data, increase
collection of data for community health improvement, and promote data sharing projects that
support tribal sovereignty;

WHEREAS, the goals of this initiative are consistent with the goals and objectives of both the
NPAIHB and the EpiCenter.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NPAIHB endorses and supports the staff of the EpiCenter,
under guidance of the Executive Director, to submit a grant application to the Office of the



Secretary, Office of the Minority Health requesting funding for the initiative entitled “MP-CPI-
001 Partnerships to Achieve Healfth Equity (“Partnership”).






