


e assist Indian tribes, tribal organizations, and urban Indian organizations in identifying
highest-priority health status objectives and the services needed to achieve those
objectives, based on epidemiological data;

* make recommendations for the targeting of services needed by the populations served;

* make recommendations to improve health care delivery systems for Indians and urban
Indians;

e provide requested technical assistance to indian tribes, tribal arganizations, and urban
Indian organizations in the development of local health service priorities and incidence
and prevalence rates of disease and other iliness in the community;

e provide disease surveillance and assist Indian tribes, tribal organizations, and urban
Indian communities to promote public health.”

b. “The Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shall provide technical
assistance to the centers in carrying out this section” {the functions listed above).

c. “Epidemiology center{s) shall be treated as a public health authority(s) for purposes of the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA; Public Law 104-191;
110 Stat. 1936).”

{Note: The HIPAA Privacy Rule - Standards for Privacy of Individually identifiable Health
Information - provides national standards for protecting the privacy of health information.
The Privacy Rule regulates how certain entities, called covered entities (i.e. health plans,
heaith care clearinghouses, and health care providers), use and disclose certain individually
identifiable health information, called Protected Health Information (PHI). The Privacy Rule
expressly permits covered entities to disclose PH!, without authorization, to public health
authorities (i.e. agencies or authorities of the United States, states, territories, political
subdivisions of states or territories, American Indian tribes, or an individual or entity acting
under a grant of authority from such agencies and responsible for public health matters as
part of an official mandate} for public health purposes including but not limited to public
health surveillance, investigations, and interventions.)

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have released a funding opportunity
to enhance the infrastructure of individual Tribal Epidemiology Centers to provide data and
technical assistance to tribes in their region, entitled: PPHF-2017-Building Public Health
Infrastructure in Tribal Communities to Accelerate Disease Prevention and Heaith Promotion in
indian Country (CDC-RFA-DP17-1704PPHF17), which is specifically for Tribal Epidemiology
Centers.

WHEREAS, the Northwest Tribal Epidemiolagy Center has a 20 year history of leadership in
providing epidemiology services and technical assistance to the Portland Area Tribes.

WHEREAS, enhanced data provision, training provision and staffing to provide such services are
aligned with the Strategic Plan of the Board.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board supports
the application of the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center to enhance and build data
infrastructure, training and technical assistance to the Portland Area Tribes.






