


Resolution # 18-01-02
Support for the Tribal Epidemiology Center (TEC)

WHEREAS, there is a lack of Al/AN students entering the health professions as evidenced by
0.7% of medical school admissions being Al/AN students, and an overall decrease of admissions
since the 1980s; and

WHEREAS, it is known that a provider—patient concordance in race and ethnicity leads to
improved understanding, cultural awareness, and enhanced culturally relevant care; and

WHEREAS, the education of youth in science can positively influence the decision of youth to
pursue science and health careers which are of benefit to Al/AN people; and

WHEREAS, the Oregon Health & Science University {(OHSU) has a long history of preparing
students for medical, nursing, and allied health careers, including On Track OHSU!, which is a
career-building program for underrepresented minority students, created in 2013 through a
directive of OHSU’s Provost. The program builds long-term relationships with partner
communities and school-to-job pathways for students, with the goal of increasing the number
of underrepresented students in Oregon’s professional health services and sciences sector. In
addition to the Woodburn community and the Jefferson cluster in North Portland, On Track
OHSU! currently serves The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs; and

WHEREAS, the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center has a 20-year history of leadership in
providing epidemiology services and technical assistance to the Portland Area Tribes, and has a
multiple year partnership with Oregon Health & Science University in providing Summer
Institute Training and health track of the THRIVE conference, among others; and

WHEREAS, OHSU proposes to partner with the Board to expand On Track OHSU! and ensure
mutually beneficial support of more Al/AN youth to enter science careers.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board supports efforts of staff of the NWTEC in
partnership with Oregon Health & Science University, under the direction of the Executive
Director, to apply for the NIH SEPA program.






