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WHEREAS, pursuant to 2016 IHS Pipeline Program data, there are high vacancy rates
{(physicians-34%, pharmacists-16%, nurses-24%, dentists 26%, physician assistants-32%, AP
nurses- 35%) in IHS facilities; and

WHEREAS, the long term solution is to increase the number of Al/AN health professionals
serving Native communities and ensure that funding is available to support their education; and

WHEREAS, the Indian Health Care Improvement Act {IHCIA)} P.L. 94-437, as amended,
authorizes the Indian Health Service (IHS) Scholarship program, Loan Repayment Program,
health professions training related grants, and recruitment and retention activities (“Indian
Health Professions” program) and

WHEREAS, in 2015, the IHS Scholarship Program funded:
¢ all 17 physicians and all 5 dentists who applied for the scholarship who were eligible by
score;
e 17 of 25 (68%) of eligible physician assistants and nurse practitioners;
e 16 of 34 (47%) of eligible bachelor level nurses;
e 210f112 (19%) of eligible undergraduate pre-heaith professions students were funded;
and

WHEREAS, all eligible unfunded student applicants to the IHS Scholarship Program were Al/AN
from federal or state recognized tribes.

WHEREAS, the IHS Loan Repayment Program pays $20,000 annually in student loans which is
$5,000 less than the National Health Service Corps; and

WHEREAS, in 2015, 613 (33%) of the health professionals who applied for the Loan Repayment
Program were not funded and only 19% of loan repayment recipients were Al/AN; and

WHEREAS, Indian Health Professions funding must reflect the significant workforce needs in
Indian country and support our Al/AN people pursuing health professions; and

WHEREAS, for FY 2018, Indian Health Professions was funded at $49 million, and for FY 20189,
the President’s FY 2019 Budget Proposal for the Indian Health Service proposed a 56 million
dollar cut {-12.1%) to the program; and

WHEREAS, it has been estimated that $33 million is needed for Indian Health Professions to
fully fund the IHS Scholarship Program {$3.3 million) and Loan Repayment Program for all
eligible applicants; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NPAIHB and our member tribes call on Congress to
support an Indian Health Service funding increase for IHS Indian Health Professions to fully fund
scholarships for all qualified applicants to IHS Scholarship Program and to support the Loan






