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WHEREAS, the goal of the Oregon Dental Pilot Project Program is to encourage the
development of innovative practices in oral health care delivery systems with a focus on
providing care to populations that evidence-based studies show have the highest disease rates
and the least access to dental care; and

WHEREAS, Al/AN communities are struggling under the weight of devastating oral health
disparities:

e Prevalence of tooth decay in Al/AN children ages 2-5 is nearly three times the U.S.
average;

e More than 70% of Al/AN children ages 2-5 years have a history of tooth decay
experience compared to 23% of white children;

e Al/AN adult dental patients suffer disproportionately from untreated decay, with twice
the prevalence of untreated caries as the general U.S. population and more than any
other racial/ethnic group; and

e Al/AN adult dental patients are also more likely to have severe periodontal disease,
more missing teeth, and are more likely to report poor oral health than the general U.S.
population; and

WHEREAS, to address these disparities, the NPAIHB has worked closely with tribes in Oregon,
Washington, and ldaho to expand the dental team to include dental health aide therapists; and

WHEREAS, expanded dental teams with dental therapists have proven effective in tribal and
other underserved communities in increasing access to care, allowing dentists and other
providers to work at the top of their scope, and improving population oral health; and

WHEREAS, a 2017 study done by Dr. Donald Chi from the University of Washington Dental
School of Dentistry looked at 10 years of data from Alaska comparing villages with and without
dental therapists and determined that communities with dental therapists showed:

e A 60% increase in access to preventive care for children;

o A 44% decrease in the need to put children under general anesthesia for full mouth
rehabilitations; and

e An over 75% decrease in extractions of the first four front teeth of children under 3; and

WHEREAS, tribes in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho have lead the movement to break down
barriers to oral health equity; and

WHEREAS, permanent changes to the state law in Oregon will be necessary to ensure that
tribes and other communities have access to dental therapists.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Board (NPAIHB)
endorses and supports efforts by NPAIHB staff, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to
apply for the grant opportunity for Policy and Systems Change with the Northwest Health
Foundation in response to the invitation to apply from the Northwest Health Foundation.
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