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WHEREAS, Dental Health Aide Therapists (DHATs) are one discipline of CHAP which are
currently working within the Portland Area Tribes and Urban Tribal Health Facility, Native
American Rehabilitation Association; and

WHEREAS, seven (7) Portland Area DHATSs graduated from the Alaska DHAT Education and
Training program on June 14, 2019; and

WHEREAS, DHATSs have proven to be an effective method for diminishing the health disparities
of Alaska Natives by promoting access to oral health services for Alaska Natives residing in rural
and remote communities; and

WHEREAS, DHATs are midievel providers grown from within Tribal communities who provide
patient-centered, culturally relevant, quality care that comes from providers that understand
the history, culture and language of their patients; and

WHEREAS, DHATSs provide patient-centered primary care and delivers more care in the
community rather than an acute care setting; and

WHEREAS, DHATSs provide routine, preventative and emergent health care; and

WHEREAS, DHAT providers provide continuity of care in communities that face recruitment and
retention challenges; and

WHEREAS, Skagit Valley Community College in partnership with Swinomish Health Services
have built a DHAT education and training program; and

WHEREAS, the North Sound Accountable Communities of Health has offered up funding to
assist with the purchase of the Alaska Dental Health Aide Curricula to educate and train DHATs
within the Education and Training facility as built and staffed by Skagit Valley Community
College and Swinomish Health Services; and

WHEREAS, the North Sound Accountable Communities of Health has offered to assist the
Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board staff to identify and obtain the remaining funding
for the purchase of the Alaska Dental Health Aide Curricula to educate and train DHATS.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board
supports the education of DHATs within the Portland Area to reduce health disparities for our
Tribes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board supports the
receipt of grant funding from North Sound Accountable Communities of Health in the amount
of up to $500,000.00 for the sole purpose of purchasing the Alaska DHAT Education and
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Training Curricula, which will become the property of the Northwest Portland Area Indian
Health Board, for the education of DHATSs in the Northwest.

CERTIFICATION
NO: 19-04-14

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted at the regular session of the Northwest
Portland Area Indian Health Board. A quorum being established; 23 for, 0
against, abstain on July 16 , 2019,
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