Legislative & Resolutions Committee Report
January 14, 2020

Attendees:  Nick Lewis (Lummi), Greg Abrahamson (Spokane), Kay Culbertson (Cowlitz), Cassie Katchia (Warm Springs), William Lucero (Youth Delegate- Lummi), Joe Finkbonner

Staff:  Laura Platero, Sarah Sullivan, Stephanie Craig

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Legislative & Resolutions Committee discussed the 2020 Legislative and Policy priorities and the electronic survey results.  The Committee suggested changes to a few of the priorities under CHAP expansion, IT/EHR Replacement, and Workforce Development.  The Committee also suggested minor edits to the priorities under HCV and HIV Treatment, and ACA/ICHIA.  The edits were mainly to provide clarification or to prevent duplication. No edits were proposed to IHS Funding or Special Diabetes Program for Indians. 

As to Health Care Facility Funding, the survey reflected two requests to remove the Regional Referral Specialty Care Center and there was one opposition in the Committee meeting. A majority of the Committee supported moving this priority forward so it remained in the priorities. 

The Committee then discussed four resolutions: 

1. Resolution- Formal Recognition of Tribal Youth Delegate Bylaws 

Under this resolution, NPAIHB approves and adopts the Tribal Youth Delegate Bylaws. NPAIHB believes that developing leadership skills of our younger populations will provide the opportunity to improve health services and policy in a more inclusive and diverse manner; opportunities for youth to learn about health careers, governance structures, and policy will long term positive effects for Indian communities; and engaging our youth in the development of approaches to wellness and solutions to their health issues is more likely to ensure their participation and have better outcomes.

Action:  Motion by Cowlitz; second by Cow Creek; and unanimous vote to pass the resolution to the Board for consideration. 

2. Resolution- Support for the 2020 Adolescent Health Tribal Action Plan

Under this resolution, NPAIHB endorses and adopts the 2020 Adolescent Health Tribal Action Plan: A Strategic Plan for the Tribes of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. 
NPAIHB developed a 2020 Adolescent Health Tribal Action Plan: A Strategic Plan for the Tribes of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington (Adolescent Tribal Plan). The Adolescent Tribal Action Plan is the product of a collaborative, intertribal, planning process involving the NPAIHB’s Youth Delegates, two regional consultations, and members of the Northwest Native Adolescent Health Alliance. The mission of the Adolescent Tribal Action Plan is to encourage Native adolescents to realize and embrace their full potential for health and development, and to enhance the capacity of Northwest Tribes to promote adolescent health, safety, and wellbeing.

Action: Motion by Cowlitz; second by Cow Creek; and unanimous vote to pass the resolution to the Board for consideration.

3. Resolution- In Support of Ending the HIV Epidemic in Indian Country

Under this resolution, NPAIHB fully supports HIV and viral hepatitis c (HCV) funding as part of the Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America in Indian Country. NPAIHB calls on the Department of Health and Human Services, including the Indian Health Service and its other agencies, for inclusion of tribes and the Indian Health Service, Tribal and Urban Indian Programs in future budgets and national initiatives. NPAIHB calls upon Congress to fully fund tribes and the Indian Health Service, Tribal and Urban Indian Programs to develop infrastructure and systems to diagnose, treat, prevent and respond to HIV and HCV as part of the Ending the HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America. 	

Action: Motion by Cowlitz; second by Lummi; and unanimous vote to pass the resolution to the Board for consideration.

4. Resolution- Support for quality care and improved health outcomes for Two Spirit and LGBTQ+ people

Under this resolution, NPAIHB supports initiatives that promote quality care and improved health outcomes for Two Spirit and LGBTQ+ people, including but not limited to: Creating gender-affirming clinical and community spaces; working to destigmatize minority sexual orientations and gender identities, and ensuring healthcare providers and community members respect all individuals and their identities. NPAIHB supports advocacy for the continued dissemination and implementation of this work within the Northwest and throughout Indian Country to ensure that our healthcare facilities and communities affirm all sexual orientations and gender identities and adopt non-discrimination policies. 

Amendment to the resolution from Chairman Nick Lewis: NPAIHB calls on Congress and the Administration to fund initiatives that support and protect  Two Spirit and LGBTQ+ people. 

Action: Motion by Cowlitz; second by Lummi; and unanimous vote to pass the resolution to the Board for consideration.
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